
   “““TTThhheee   CCCiiitttyyy   WWWiiittthhh   aaa   HHHeeeaaarrrttt”””      
  
 Larry Franzella, Mayor 
 Jim Ruane, Vice Mayor 
 Ken Ibarra, Councilmember     
 Rico E. Medina, Councilmember 
 Irene O’Connell, Councilmember 

 

MINUTES 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
 

November 10, 2009 
 

7:00 p.m.  
 

1.   CALL TO ORDER:  THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT the San Bruno City Council met in regular 
session on November 10, 2009 at San Bruno’s City Hall, 567 El Camino Real, San Bruno, CA.  
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 

        Mayor Franzella thanked the San Bruno Garden Club for providing the beautiful floral 
arrangement.  
 

2.   ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Presiding was Mayor Franzella, Vice Mayor Ruane 
and Councilmembers O’Connell and Medina in attendance.  Councilmember Ibarra arrived five 
minutes late with notice.  Recording by Clerk Bonner.  Chief Telford led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3.    ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

a. Mayor Franzella announced the 13th Annual “Coats for Kids” Program is Collecting Clean  
Gently Used Coats for Distribution, at the Volunteer Firemen’s Hall, 618 San Mateo Avenue on 
Thursday, November 19, 2009 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m., for More Details Go to the City Website. 
       b.  Mayor Franzella announced there will be a Special Meeting for the Purpose of Installing 
Newly Elected City Officials on Tuesday, December 1 at 7:00 p.m. 
       c.  Mayor Franzella announced there would not be a City Council Meeting on the Fourth 
Tuesday in December.  The only Regular Council Meeting in December will be held on December 
8, 2009. 
        

4.    PRESENTATIONS:  None. 
      

5.   REVIEW OF AGENDA:  No changes.        
 

6.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Special Council Meeting of September 28, 2009 and Regular 
      Council Meeting of October 27, 2009, approved as submitted. 
 

7.   CONSENT CALENDAR:  

    a.  Approve:  Payroll of October 25, 2009.      
b. Approve:  Accounts Payable of October 26 and November 2, 2009. 

 

       M/S Ruane/Medina to approve the consent calendar and passed with all ayes. 
 

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
 

       Hold Public Hearing, Waive Reading and Adopt Ordinance Extending a Temporary 
Moratorium on the Establishment and Operation of Medical Marijuana Collectives. 
 

       City Attorney Thompson gave an overview of the background of the medical moratorium on 
collectives and reviewed the request to continue the moratorium.   
 

       Councilmember O’Connell asked if Council took the longest time for the moratorium, could 
they repeal it before the 22 months.  City Attorney Thompson said 30 day to appeal any 
decisions made this evening. 
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       Mayor Franzella opened the public hearing. 
 

       Richard Silva, Pacifica said their group is not looking to profit; they want to work hand in 
hand with the Police in San Bruno 
 

       Vice Mayor Ruane asked what other facilities did Mr. Silva run?  Silva said he only had one 
patient. 
 

        Mayor Franzella asked if anyone else wished to speak? 
 

        M/S Medina/Ruane to close the public hearing and passed with all ayes. 
 

        Councilmember O’Connell said this seems to be in a state of flux and recommended a 
study session before a definitive decision is made before the end of the moratorium. 
 

        Councilmember Ibarra said there were too many questions and he was in favor of extending 
the moratorium. 
 

       Councilmember Medina said he was in favor of the extension.   
 

       Mayor Franzella said the staff should be given direction on the types of samples Council 
would be looking for if a Study Session were set up. 
 

       M/S Ibarra/Ruane to waive the first reading and passed with all ayes. 
 

       M/S Ibarra/O’Connell to adopt the ordinance and passed with all ayes.  
      

9. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA:  
 

       Robert Riechel, 7th Ave. talked about the 5th Avenue trench drain improvements and it seems 
to be going well and the residents are happy and the contractors are professional and 
consciences. 
 

       Lorry Greenburg, Fleetwood Dr. reminded everyone tomorrow is Veteran’s Day and there 
will be a program at the National Cemetery in San Bruno at 11:00 a.m. and everyone is welcome 
to participate. 
       

       Alice Barnes, 5th Ave. thanked Council for the 5th Avenue storm drain.  She thanked Mayor 
Franzella for his service and also thanked Vice Mayor Ruane for his fourteen years. 
 

10. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS: 
 

a. Receive Oral Report on Results of the November 3, 2009 General Municipal Election and 
the Schedule to fill City Council Vacancy. 
 

       Clerk Bonner gave the semi unofficial results of the November 3 election as of today, 
November 10.  Mayor had two candidates, Jim Ruane received 3,210 votes, Miguel Araujo 
received 1,165 votes. The Council had two open seats and both incumbents ran unopposed, Rico 
Medina received 3,329 votes, Ken Ibarra received 3,158 votes.  The Treasurer had one open seat 
and the incumbent ran unopposed, John Marty received 3,726 votes.  The City Clerk had one open 
seat and the incumbent ran unopposed, Carol Bonner received 3,811 votes.  The certified final 
results will not be available until the County certifies on December 1, 2009. 
 

        City Manager Jackson gave a presentation on the process for filling the empty Council seat.  
No seat can be filled until the election results are certified on December 1, 2009.  There are two 
options one being an appointment in which Council will have 30 days from the date of certification.  
The other is a special election, which needs to occur within 114 days from the date of certification. 
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        Mayor Franzella added that Measure F, the Transient Occupancy Tax won. 
 

       b.  Receive Oral Update on the El Camino Real Median Islands Improvement Project.  
 

       Public Services Director Fabry gave an update through a powerpoint presentation on the 
progress of the El Camino Real Medians.  She reported on unforeseen site conditions and said the 
projected new completion date is March 2010.  
 

       Councilmember Ibarra said he understood the delay, but was there an increase in cost?  
Fabry said some items are still under negotiation.  She said the department would be back to ask 
for additional budget allocation. 
 

       Councilmember Medina asked what were the unforeseen items?  Fabry said the base rock 
and the concrete storm drain boxes in Medians 10 and 11.  Councilmember Medina asked what 
the thoughts were of the overage?  Fabry said she did not want to guess but they would come 
back to Council with the answers. 
 

       Mayor Franzella pointed out two of the medians were built directly on top of the road asphalt. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra said he was concerned the contingencies were exhausted and if we 
are over budget how will that affect the project? 
 

       c.  Adopt Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) Between the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board and the City of San Bruno for the San 
Bruno Grade Separation Project. 
 

       Public Services Director Fabry said this item has been before Council several times and 
outlined the purpose of the MOU and highlighted a few items of interest and asked for adoption of 
the resolution.  
 

       City Manager Jackson emphasized this is a project that has come on an accelerated 
schedule.  The JPB has provided a very cooperative and proactive relationship with staff working 
through the design details.  She fully acknowledged there are many issues not nailed down at this 
time.  This MOU is not to provide response of certainty on any of the design details.  
 

       Councilmember Ibarra said he was concerned regarding specific details of the project and 
there are still unresolved issues which represented a contradiction.  He felt we could get in a bind.  
Fabry said the MOU is opened to word changes. 
     

       Robert Riechel, 7th Ave. asked what part will the original CAC play to assure their original 
recommendations are met?  The JPB and City agree certain design elements are technically 
feasible, but if there is no money to make it financially feasible, how will it happen? 
 

       Mark Simon, Caltrain urged the Council to pass the resolution. 
 

       Mayor Franzella asked Simon to address Riechel’s questions.  Simon said money is an 
issue.  He said the CAC falls under the jurisdiction of Council and staff. 
 

       Alice Barnes, 5th Ave. said Caltrain is not living up to the CAC.  She said the unresolved 
issues need to be put in writing. 
 

       Councilmember O’Connell asked for clarification on what is happening.   
 

       Ralph Balboa, Caltrain said two tracks will be built and on a new contract, two more will be 
built. 
 

        Mark Simon said if high-speed rail comes, there would be four tracks.  The engineering 
premise is to build it so two tracks can be added. 
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        Councilmember O’Connell said the prints are difficult to read.  She said the concern is not to 
build things to have them torn down.  Balboa said they would not be torn down.  She was also 
concerned about the storm drains.  She also noted there was no landscaping on the east side and 
asked for assurance considerations be made to keep First Avenue. 
 

        Balboa said shifting was not viable but they are looking at incorporating planting and they will 
take it into account. 
 

        Simon said not to confuse rendering with a final design. 
  

        Vice Mayor Ruane said a great deal of this has been based on trust.  Simon said trust works 
both ways.  Vice Mayor Ruane talked about drainage. 
 

        Councilmember Ibarra said we need to go a little further in the CSR and make sure some of 
the issues are listed such as drainage.  Simon said it was the intent. 
 

        Councilmember Medina suggested the MOU be postponed for two weeks to have all the 
word changes done to the MOU.  Simon said he was worried about the time frame. 
 

       Councilmember O’Connell said things that have been said tonight could be added.  She said 
her comments made this evening were not to change things but to make public the concerns and 
to let the public know we are working together. 
 

       Vice Mayor Ruane said two weeks would bring up more questions. 
 

       Mayor Franzella said staff has a real good idea of what the CAC wants, what has been done 
and what the concerns are.  Everyone is not going to get what he or she wants and there is a real 
time constraint placed because of the funding.  He said he had no problem giving the City Manager 
the authority to enter into the MOU making those necessary changes.  If those changes are not 
made, then Council will see Caltrain back in two weeks. 
 

        Councilmember Medina said he appreciated what has been said and while we won’t get 
everything we want, but it will work both ways.  Actions speak louder than words.  He said we 
could enter into the agreement with those changes and modifications made to the MOU by the 
Manager and if it doesn’t meet those expectations, Council will see you back in two weeks.  Simon 
said the City is very good at representing San Bruno  
 

        Vice Mayor Ruane introduced the resolution for adoption giving the Manager authorization to 
execute the changes and passed with a unanimous vote. 
 

c. Receive Report and Recommendation from the Parks and Recreation Commission 
Regarding Improvements to the Catalpa Tot Lot. 
 

       Community Services Director Schwartz gave a powerpoint overview of the Catalpa Tot Lot 
and said the Commission’s recommendation is to rebuild the lot by resurfacing and a tot lot 2010-
11 CIP budget. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra asked if a preliminary plan was developed? 
 

       Councilmember Medina asked what the cost would be?  Schwartz said the total cost of the 
project would be $47,000 with a budget of $50,000. 
 

       Mayor Franzella said $50,000 is a lot of money but he said it shouldn’t be put off, we should 
act now.   
 

        Kathleen Jordan, Toyon Way said there is no Catalpa Tot Lot in the Park and Recreation 
book.  She said the empty property is used as a dog lot and it is not maintained. 
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       Lloyd Chaney, Fleetwood Dr. said fix the park and remove it from Council’s agenda. 
 

       Dennis Jordan, Toyon Way said the weeds have not been maintained at the park and they 
would like their park back. 
 

       Councilmember Medina said he would hope our property could be maintained.  He said he 
was in favor of moving forward on the lot. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra said the Park and Recreation Commission went through a good 
process and he felt Council should act. 
 

       M/S Franzella/Medina for staff to bring back a plan for the park and bring it back to Council for 
action. 
 

.      e.  Receive Report and Provide Direction to Staff Regarding Proposed Municipal Code 
Revisions to Implement Residential Design Guidelines. 
 

       Community Services Director Aknin gave an overview of the staff report and asked for 
questions. 
 

       Councilmember Medina said if there were sub-standard setback issues?  Aknin said a 
standard setback is 15 feet and there is a lot that can be done.  A shorter setback is a little harder 
and should be handled on an individual basis. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra said he believed the City should have more direction where trees 
should be planted in the front yard in the design lines. 
 

       Councilmember O’Connell asked for clarification on pervious surface.  Aknin said something 
that would allow water to drain to the ground.  Councilmember O’Connell said there should be 
something green in front of the house. 
 

       Councilmember O’Connell asked if there is a plan to understand what is required and what 
is recommended?  Aknin said that could be incorporated with some type of summary sheet. 
 

       Mayor Franzella said a legend needs to be set-up.   

       Councilmember O’Connell asked if there could be an incentive?  Aknin concurred. 
 

       Alice Barnes, 5th Ave. asked if there was any possibility to put together a packet when a new 
homeowner moves in the area? 
 

       Aknin clarified living plant materials in the front yard.  Council concurred. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra said the key to success is to let the population knows there are 
guidelines and it be followed up. 
 

f. Adopt Resolution Authorizing Purchase of 2010 Ford F550 Regular Cab Truck with a Utility 
Body from Towne Ford in the Amount of $78,977 for Water Operations. 
 

       Central Garage Manager Lind gave an overview of the staff report and recommended 
Council adopt the resolution and asked for questions. 
 

       Councilmember Medina saw it as a warranted and introduced the resolution for adoption and 
passed with a unanimous vote. 
 

       g.  Receive Oral Report on Status of Public Emergency at the 1200 Block of Montgomery 
Avenue and Confirm Continuation of Public Emergency. 
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       City Manager Jackson reviewed the background of the public emergency and said it is 
continuing, and staying within the original estimation but moving toward rapid completion. 
 

       M/S Ibarra/Medina to approve and passed with all ayes. 
 

       h.  Adopt Resolution Approving Side Letter Agreement Between the City of San Bruno and the 
San Bruno Police Bargaining Unit, Extending the Existing Memorandum of Understanding, and 
Authorizing its Execution by the City Manager.  
 

      Vice Mayor Ruane introduced the resolution for adoption and passed with a unanimous vote.          
 

11. REPORT OF COMMISSIONS, BOARDS, & COMMITTEES: 
 

12. COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
 

13. CLOSED SESSION: 
        

       Mayor Franzella said they would be going into Closed Session to Provide Direction to Legal 
Counsel Regarding Potential Litigation. (Cal. Gov't Code 54956.9(b)(1)) with no reportable action. 
 

14. ADJOURNMENT:   
 

Mayor Franzella closed the meeting at 9:13 p.m. with a moment of silence in memory of Tom 
Rogalski, long-time volunteer at the Senior Center and the individuals killed at Fort Hood.  The 
next regular City Council Meeting will be held on November 24, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Senior 
Center, 1555 Crystal Springs Road, San Bruno. 
 

Respectfully submitted for approval 
At the regular City Council Meeting of 
November 24, 2009 
              ________________________________ 
              Carol Bonner, City Clerk 
 
 
 
              ________________________________ 
              Larry Franzella, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


